Two experiments investigated whether lexical retrieval for speaking can be characterized as a competitive process by assessing the effects of semantic context on picture and word naming in German. In Experiment 1 we demonstrated that pictures are named slower in the context of same-category items than in the context of items from various semantic categories, replicating ®ndings by Kroll and Stewart (Journal of Memory and Language, 33 (1994) 149). In Experiment 2 we used words instead of pictures. Participants either named the words in the context of same-or different-category items, or produced the words together with their corresponding determiner. While in the former condition words were named faster in the context of samecategory items than of different-category items, the opposite pattern was obtained for the latter condition. These ®ndings con®rm the claim that the interfering effect of semantic context re¯ects competition in the retrieval of lexical entries in speaking. q
Introduction
In speech production tasks such as picture naming, semantic similarity exerts a predominantly interfering in¯uence. For instance, in picture±word interference tasks, a semantic relationship between a target picture and a distractor slows 
